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Transcript 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Thank you Dick, that reminds us that Christmas is not far away. News report indicates that maybe it's 
going to snow before then. That's why the soccer team and the chancellor are leaving town, have a 
happy Christmas. A lot of snow comes, I hope all of you snowbirds like it. I do too. When I'm away from 
it. I tell you, I have 25 years of experience in getting ulcers. I got another one last night at that ball game. 
Bisodol, whatever else you take, you need some, when it gives you the shivers like that one did, glad we 
won it. Always glad to beat Wilberforce. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I hope you fellows go down Florida and do something beside absorb the sunshine. Win we're going to be 
thinking about you and praying for you. I know you pray for Dr. Dixon, he leads a very difficult life 
running up and down on the land. And leaving today again I guess, for some more work, I keep telling 
him if he's not careful he's going to get as old as I am, but you pray for him. We thank God that he is 
here and doing such a great job for the Lord and seeing so many good things happen. We have a great 
time together. I've told you before that we worked together like a father and a son. I'm the son, he's the 
father. But every once in a while, it comes back to me that he didn't like that too well. So I won't say it 
anymore, until tomorrow morning. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Well, let's get down to business and open our Bibles to the second chapter of the book of Acts. And I 
want to read verses 41 to 47. And this morning we want to talk a little bit more about tulip. That is the 
five point Baptist. Verse 41, then they, that gladly received his word were baptized and the same day 
there were added unto them, about 3000 souls. And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship and in breaking of bread and in prayers, and fear came upon every soul and many 
wonders and signs were done by the apostles. All that believe were together and had all things 
common, and sold their possessions and goods and parted them to all men as every man had need. And 
they continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people and 
the Lord added to the church or to their number daily those who were being saved. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Let's pray. Father, thank you for the word of God today for ministry music, to which we've listened, as 
we come now to think about this matter of the church, the matters pertaining to our own convictions. In 
these days, we pray to help us to understand the word of God and to believe it and obey it, no matter 
the cost that may come to us. We pray father for your blessing upon us today in the study of the word in 
Jesus' name, amen. The moment you introduce in most places, anything that has to do with Baptist 
distinctives, you can almost feel someone saying "Those Baptists. They believe they're the only ones 
going to heaven". 
James T. Jeremiah: 
On the contrary, some people with the name Baptist aren't. And nobody ever got to heaven by 
becoming a member of a Baptist church or being baptized in a church in running water or the Jordan 
river. We go to heaven because we trust Christ. He alone can save us. No Baptist believes he's saved by 
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becoming a member of any church, that would be Baptistic regeneration. And there is no such thing. 
Then there are others who say, "Well, you people have these doctrines and you don't have a fellowship 
with anybody else". Let me encourage you, today as a Bible-believing Baptist if you are one, to make 
sure that you have fellowship with those who are of like faith. You make it a point to have fellowship 
with someone, and all people who do not take that name yet are sound in the great doctrines of the 
faith. I think we do ourselves more harm than good by taking an attitude that we should be isolationist. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We need to realize that there are good many people going to the same heaven we're going to, they may 
differ on some points. And I think we need to understand these points and not be so broadminded or 
flat headed, but we need to understand that we need fellowship with other people. I think one of the 
things that the old Dr. Ketcham left in my memory, and I'll pass on to you this morning that I think is 
something worthwhile to consider. Whenever there would be, for example, someone in a church that 
was connected with an apostate organization with the name Baptist on it. Well, that individual was a 
believer and seeking to teach the word of God. The old doctor would say, I'll have fellowship with a man 
on a personal basis at least if I find his feet are pointed in the right direction. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And to me, that's a pretty good thing to follow. We are not to compromise our convictions. We certainly 
are to have a concern and an interest in God's people. We are brothers in Christ when we're redeemed 
by the blood of Christ, and that ought to mean a great deal to us. Well, we've thought a little bit about 
this matter, of the tulip concept. Today we come to the U, in the word and the L in the word we want to 
think about this matter of evangelism, unceasing, unlimited unconditional evangelism. There are several 
truths in the word of God, which had been and still are a part of the Baptist heritage. These are some of 
the things our people have believed and down through the years have been willing to suffer for it, and in 
some cases die for these truths. They believe those who believe a Bible that all who are born of Adam 
are lost. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
All who are born in Adam's race are going to hell without hope and without God. For the word of God 
says, wherefore if by one man sin entered the world and death by sin. So that passed upon all men for 
that all haved sin. Second thing is we believe that Christ died for all, for in the word of God it says he is 
the propitiation for our sins and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world, God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten son. God commanded his love toward us, and yet why were we yet 
sinners Christ died for us. Christ died for all. Salvation is by grace. Everywhere you read about salvation, 
it arrives from heaven without anything we deserve. And we often quote and never too often, "For by 
grace are you saved through faith and that not of yourselves. It is the gift of God not of works lest any 
man should boast". 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Salvation is by grace, since all are lost and he died for all, and we are obligated to tell all, tell everyone 
they can be saved by simply trusting the savior. He is able to save them to the uttermost, all that come 
unto God through him see he ever lived to make intercession for them. And since all are lost, and Christ 
died for all, and all could be saved if they would come. We are responsible before God to tell everybody 
everywhere, that they can be saved by trusting him. Not withstanding the clear teaching, responsibility 
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that God places upon us, with all kinds of excuses why we eliminate evangelism, sometimes in our 
churches and it all not to be so. Let me say to you today from a heart that's concerned, in some areas if 
we continue going on the direction we're traveling, and we do not arrive to see the need of evangelizing 
the world, we are going to be dead and buried. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Because without it, Evangelism, there can be no light. We hear all kinds of things. Somebody said, this is 
not the proper time to be evangelistic. Oh, in the context, of the word of God when Paul wrote to 
Timothy, he said in the context of an apostasy, that is that he is describing, he said do the work of an 
evangelist. The great commission tells us to take the gospel to the end of the world, to the end of the 
age. It doesn't end until Jesus comes. And therefore the idea that it's not the proper time, or this is a 
different age, is indeed ridiculous. One of the tragic attitudes that we face sometimes is if God wants the 
world evangelize, let him do it. Well let me tell you he wants to do it, but he's ordained that it be done 
through us. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I have very little sympathy with a concept of evangelism that says I have no responsibility. All I have to 
do is be here. God is going to somehow miraculously reach down without human responsibility and save 
people, you didn't get saved that way and neither did I. Why should we expect God to change his plan 
because we've changed our theology in some places. We need not expect him to do that. And one of the 
things that we hear out of some of these folks who don't like the emphasis on evangelism is, "Well, I tell 
you really what we want is quality and not quantity". 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Did you ever stop to think what kind of thing you'd have left if you had quality of nothing. Suppose you 
go on through life and think about having quality in your ministry or in your church members, pastors, 
whatever you are. And you'll say, well, we have in our churches quality, but you have nobody to have 
quality with. We don't use that kind of reasoning in any other way, until it comes to the responsibility of 
trying to reach people for Christ. And I hear this one, "I don't feel led of God to evangelize. I feel led of 
God to teach". Pray tell who you would teach, if there was nobody there to be taught. How can we be 
teachers without being reachers? 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We cannot read the book of Acts without coming face-to-face with this responsibility that they had, 
begin with in chapter two, verse 41, they received his word, where did they hear it? Well you go back in 
the preceding part of the chapter in verse 23, and you will find that Peter is preaching, what's he 
preaching? In being delivered by the determinant counsel and fore knowledge of God, get taken. And by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain. You go on to verse 32 in Jesus hath God raised up from where we 
are all witnesses. Verse 36, therefore let all the house of Israel know surely that God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom you have crucified both Lord and Christ. What did they believe? They heard the 
gospel. And as you read Acts, you see these people preaching the gospel all the way down through the 
story, telling the wonderful story of Christ dying for our sins. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
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They received his word. They with us, are therefore responsible to tell it to someone else. I think it's 
interesting. This thought has occurred to me, as I thought about that great outline of Acts. You shall 
receive power, after that the holy ghost has come upon you and you shall be witnesses unto me. Both B-
O-T-H that means what it says. Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the uttermost parts of the earth. So often we 
think of that verse of scripture as having reference to just the historical or the geographical outreach of 
the gospel. And somehow I think as I consider these areas, that there must have been the same kind of 
problems we face today that they faced. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
In Jerusalem, I think they had the problem of religion. Verse 42 it says, daily in the temple and in every 
house. And as you go on and read in chapter four of this passage, you will discover that there was 
opposition from religion. They spake unto the people, as they spake unto the people, the priest and the 
captain of the temple and the Sadducee's came upon them. And then you go on, I haven't time to read 
all of this so I'll select a couple of verses. Let's look at verse 17 of chapter five, then the high priest rose 
up and all they that were with him, which is the sect of the Sadducees and were filled with indignation, 
in Jerusalem their problem was religion. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
One of the problems you face, if you haven't faced it already is religion. Try to evangelize, bring 
somebody to Christ. One of the first things you'll probably hear them say is, "Well, I was baptized when I 
was a baby, so I'm already headed for heaven". You might even have somebody tell you I've been a 
Baptist for 50 years. Well, have you been a Christian? Religion and we have the cults. We have an 
increased number of religions and while we are waiting to evangelize the world with the gospel, the 
pagan religions are coming across the ocean to a quote evangelize unquote us with their doctrines. 
Religion's a great problem. And they said, we ought to study world religions. We ought to study the 
cults, we ought to, but by the time we have all the answers to that, we go out and we find somebody 
that has a question that we never heard of. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
So the answer to all of that is study the word of God and know what it says, so you, as a believer in 
Christ can go out and tell what you believe, back up what you believe by what you know about the Bible 
to teach. Then there was Judea, chapter eight in verse one there's the concept it seems to me of a 
persecution and coming about for a certain reason, which apparently was doing what we're doing today, 
sort of resting on our oars. Saul was consenting unto his death, and at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church, which was at Jerusalem. They were all scattered abroad throughout the 
region to Judea and Sumeria, except the apostles. And as you read on in the passage, you'll see that 
some four or five persecutions broke out, why? God permitted the persecution out of this place of 
indifference, they were scattered abroad throughout the regions because of the indifference of the 
people, one of the greatest and most heartbreaking of all obstacles and problems you will ever face. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And you know that already because of your experience in dealing with people about Christ, one of the 
greatest problems, it's the problem of indifference. Sometimes I think we could face opposition much 
better. We could face people rising up and getting angry much easier than we face this lackadaisical idea 
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that we sit by and everything we've heard and what can I say, or what can I hear that that hasn't been 
said, and I don't need any more, but we don't put into practice what we have. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Somehow or other we sit by in church sometimes with our arms folded, look squarely in the eye of the 
preacher and say, tell me something I haven't heard. Ah we can. My problem is, maybe it's yours too, we 
know more than we do. We're acquainted with what we ought to do, but we do less than we ought to 
do. One of the great problems that your pastor faces and the evangelists face and the missionaries face 
and Christian school people face, is a spiritual indifference, it breaks your heart. They went on to 
Samaria chapter eight, five, six, and 14. The apostles heard that Samaria had received the word of God. 
Now this is the problem of race. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Samaritans, Jews had no dealings one with another. It's very interesting to me how everyone reading 
the fourth chapter of the gospel of John, when Jesus being wearied with his journey sat thus on the well 
of Sichar, there came a wicked woman from Samaria and he talked to her about her soul. I think friend, 
we could have a worldwide mission field in the United States of America without ever bothering to go 
across an ocean, how many Cuban people come across to Florida. We never could reach some with the 
gospel in Cuba, but they're there to be reached now. We send missionaries by the hundreds across the 
ocean to reach the black man in Africa, and we have people in our Baptist churches who are 
unconcerned about going across town or across the street to reach a black man in this country. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
But in those days they went to Samaria with the gospel. The problem was solved when the gospel of 
Christ was preached and people were made one in the savior. The uttermost parts of the earth, you 
think about Paul going to the Hellenistic world, to the Roman world. See him if you will in Athens, as he 
sits there with the people and reasons with them out of the scriptures. And I don't know, I'd probably 
get in trouble with the Bible department, but so what you know, can't happen any earlier. But I don't 
believe Paul was there trying to make a philosopher out of himself. You know what, when I read the 
story of Paul in Athens and I read that he talked to these people about the gospel, about the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and some of them scoffed at him, but something happened some believed, 
it must have been partially successful. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Paul became what they were in the sense of coming where they could understand him. Suppose he 
discussed some of the great... And by the way if you read the 17th chapter of acts and the message he 
gave to those people, it certainly is quite a dissertation on theology concerning that the deity of God and 
the great tools of the Godhead. But here it is, an intellectual place, Corinth, Ephesus, Phillipi, 
Thessalonica. And one of the things that's tragic sometimes, is that we feel sometimes that the people 
who are of that background and persuasion are hopeless, so we can't reach them. Aren't you glad God 
reaches down and touches the hearts of people, regardless of what walk in life they may have, and 
whether they are able to understand everything, but they believe and he reaches and touches the 
intellectuals as well as the nonintellectual, saves them by his grace, and makes them instruments for his 
glory. 
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James T. Jeremiah: 
Now, when you read about the evangelism of the book of Acts, you'll see as you read it that these 
people believed, that they not only heard the gospel and were saved themselves, but they believed they 
were responsible to tell the gospel to everybody else. You read the history of this country, and in the 
early days of our country, the great sweep of revivalism westward brought to this part of the country 
and west farther than this, the Bible-believing evangelistic Baptists and Methodists who believed that 
Christ died for their sins and believed they had a responsibility to tell others. And that charge to us, 
Baptists, has not ended. It goes on and it goes on and it goes on, sometimes I guess we think the only 
thing that goes on is the sermon, but our responsibility goes on. I remember reading somewhere about 
a man who came into a Baptist church somewhere, late to church, and the preacher was already 
preaching, and he sat there quietly and finally he said to somebody next to him, "How long has he been 
preaching?" The man whispered "35 or 40 years" 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Well he said, "I guess I'll stay then, he must be pretty near through", well we don't preach 30 40 years, 
one sermon may sound like that, somebody said my sermons are never long they just seem that way. 
And I want to say to you friend in all sincerity, one of the great points of Bible believing Baptists through 
the centuries has been their concern and their burden to reach the lost. And one of the concerns of the 
school is geared to that, they better stay geared to that, it's one of the Baptist distinctives. Well to UL, 
well we got to talk about the local church and I'd like to talk about that too. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Word of God tells us in this passage of scripture, that when they were saved, they were added to their 
number. Some translations, you don't have the word church in it, but the concept is there just the same. 
When they got saved, they were baptized and they identified themselves with a local church. Now I 
hope that every graduate of this institution will be able when asked anytime, anywhere, what a New 
Testament church is that you don't get up and say, "Well it's a group of believers". This is not a church, 
we're not leading as a church, you're at a prayer meeting, not at a church. Nor that at least one time I 
can say it, a New Testament church is a company of regenerated immersed believers, united in covenant 
for worship, instruction and the observance of the ordinances and for such service as the gospel 
requires, recognizing and accepting Christ as Lord and taking his word as their only and sufficient rule of 
faith and practice. The word church appears in the New Testament, some 115 times, 90 times in this 
listing of the church it has to do with the local church. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The word of God clearly identifies what makes up the membership of a local church. All you have to do 
is read Ephesians one. I'm sorry, Philippians one, one. And you will find that it's made up of three names, 
saints, bishops or pastors, and deacons. Pretty clearly designated by the apostle Paul. And the local 
church in the new Testament is very, very important. It's important for several reasons. Let me quickly 
give them to you. First of all, when the Lord Jesus said, I will build my church. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I am persuaded that he was thinking as much of the local assemblies as he would be of the body. He 
built his church, if it's the kind of church it ought to be, you think about acts 20, 28. When it speaks 
about Jesus Christ, shedding his blood for the church, the local church, he paid a price to purchase it. 
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Many books were written in the New Testament, nine out of 27 to churches, to local churches. Miracles 
were wrought to establish and perpetuate the church. When you read the New Testament and you 
come to the book of Revelation, you will find Jesus Christ in the midst of the churches. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We believe a local church in New Testament times as well as now, if it's following new Testament 
pattern, is one that is self owned, sovereign, autonomous, and there are local churches in theNew 
Testament. As we see them from this particular list of reasons, New Testament churches decided who 
would been members, Acts nine 26 with Acts two 41. They didn't have somebody else walk them in. 
They did that on their own was a local church. They elected their own officers, they elected called their 
pastors and elected their deacons. Now let me make it clear, I wish I had a whole time to deal with this 
one, but I'll have to do it quickly. Whenever you find the word elder and Bishop and pastor, you have a 
relationship so that they fit together as the one title. When Paul closed his ministry in writing to Timothy 
in the third chapter of the first letter, he gave a qualification for two church officers, pastors and 
deacon. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We are living in a day when a great ideas coming out in the nation, that Baptists ought to have elders. 
They had an elder in the pastor, they had a Bishop in the pastor. They elected their own officers. They 
discipline their own members. The church at Corinth had a man who had committed terrible immorality. 
They disciplined him, they sent out their own missionaries in those days. Acts 13:1-3 makes it clear that 
that's what ought to follow today. They consulted other churches about their problems. We read in Acts 
15, when they had the great church council to discuss the matter of law and grace. And when you read 
it, you'll never find a group of churches called the church. That may sound as a shocker to some of you, 
but there is no such thing as the Baptist church comprising churches that make up a denomination. 
There are Baptist churches. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Never called the church. Never called that, the churches. Word of God addresses letters to individual 
units in Revelation two, three. The New Testament churches also restored fellowship to those who are 
disciplined, if you read the story of the man disciplined in Corinth, it seems that when he got things 
straightened out with God, he was restored. Which ought to happen when a person is disciplined and 
finds his way back. Galatians six, one makes it clear that this ought to be the part of a believer's 
responsibility. If we think about this matter of the church, we think of our personal responsibility to it. 
One of the reasons we have a Baptist fellowship for you young people on Sunday morning and Sunday 
night, it's so that when you come to this institution, you do not get away from the importance of 
meeting together. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And when you go home, I hope you go home and give your aid the church from what you come. When 
you go home on Christmas, make a special effort to go to your pastor and say, "Preacher, I'm home. I 
want to do something to serve God, what can I do?", now you may have to pick him up out of a dead 
faint, but it'll be worth the effort. Even if you have to pick him up. Oh many of you do that, you'll go 
home and tell the preacher that, but some of you haven't done that. Let him faint, it'd be good enough 
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for him anyway. We have a responsibility to these churches. You say, well, I'm a student. I'm glad, but 
you ought to be a member of a New Testament, Bible believing church. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And if you aren't, you ought to read the scriptures and see what you ought to be doing about it. I know 
we have a lot to do with what a church is like, and I'm not a very good person to talk about this because 
I'm a poor church member. When I go to my home church, they say, welcome back stranger. One man 
said to me one day, "Why is it you don't go to church more often", I said, because I go someplace else. I 
don't like that part of me, I don't like that. But I've gone in a lot of churches. And the thing that really fills 
me is to find these people in these churches who have a warmth, and make it part of their business to 
see to it that those who come find a real fellowship in a local assembly. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
It's interesting why some people join churches, 12% we're told by a recent estimate, choose their church 
because of prior denominational affiliation, 8% on the basis of the architectural beauty of the structure, 
3% and this is a shocker, 3% because of the person in the pulpit, 18% because of the convenience of 
location, 21%, because there were people in the congregation they respected. But a large number of 
them, 37% of these people who reported to this, chose that church because they were influenced by 
friends and neighbors who took an interest in them and invited them. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I have been told that when you go up into the mountains, I think I've observed a little bit of this, and into 
the Tundra where it's cold, that they will have flowers after a fashion growing in the same kind of soil 
that's in the lower level of the area, but the coldness and the weather makes them grow very little. May 
God help us, help me, help you. As we think about the privileges that we have, and these freedoms and 
these distinctives to make our churches the best we can before God. Father deal with our hearts this 
morning, make us see the responsibilities we have and give us the grace, the help and the understanding 
to carry them out, in Jesus name. Amen. 
Paul Dixon: 
Thank you, Dr. Jeremiah. Needed emphasis on evangelism and the local church, have a good day. 
 
